96     INDIA AND IMPERIAL PREFERENCE
Bonar Law's proposals. Every one knows that, without some such measures, the Far Eastern cotton trade must soon be lost, both to Britain and to India; and every honest observer of Indian affairs feels that it must ere long be impossible for us to impose on India the trammels by which alone our trade there can be maintained under a Free Trade system. Will not Liberals learn this lesson before it is too late?
Or take a younger industry, the jute, in Great Britain mainly carried on at Dundee. Dundee men first discovered the value of jute as a fibre, and for some years their factories supplied the world. The operation of natural causes brought in Calcutta, lying close to the only source of jute supplies in the whole world, to share in the prosperity of Dundee. The use of jute goods has expanded throughout the world by gigantic leaps and bounds ; but Cobdenism has robbed both Dundee and Calcutta of their fair share of the immense increment of trade; and at this moment of raw jute to the value of